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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLATMS 

j 

A detailed listing of all claims that are, or were, in the present application, irrespective of 
whether the claim(s) remains under examination in the application are presented below. The 
claims are presented in ascending order and each includes one status identifier. Deleted matter is 
| indicated by brackets; and 2) added matter is discussed in the remarks section. 


(Original) An arrangement including in combination, 

a container for transporting wafer-shaped objects having container walls; 
a container door fitted in said container and comprising two walls, spaced apart 
from and parallel to each other; 

recesses worked into the container walls in the region of said container door 
which is fitted therein; 

means for locking and unlocking said container door comprising locking elements 
provided within said container door between said two parallel walls and being 
displaceable into a moved-in end position and into a moved-out end position and, when 
moving out, penetrate into said recesses within the container walls, 

every locking element being in the form of a projection from a plate which is 
directed parallel to the outwardly directed wall of said container door, wherein all plates 
share a common drive in form of a rotatablc disk driven by a motor and acting in the 
locking and unlocking direction for connecting rods provided for displacing the plates, 
the plates being fixed in the moved-in end position and in the moved-out end position by 
said connecting rods; 

means for providing that the penetration of the locking elements into said recesses 
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is effected along a curved path as a result of a movement of each locking element into a 
corresponding recess as well as in a direction normal thereto, 

said means for providing a curved path further comprising structure to maintain 
and move every plate parallel to an outwardly directed wall of said two parallel walls of 
the container door by means of couplers, said couplers for every plate being parallel to 
each other and rotatably connected to said plate and also to said outwardly directed wall 
so that, as a result of the couplers, there is a predetermined distance between every plate 
and said outwardly directed wall in the moved-in state, which distance decreases during 
the outward movement until the locking element comes into contact with a contact 
surface in the recess against which the locking element is pressed under tension in its 
moved-out end position. 

2. (Original) The arrangement according to claim 1, wherein the locking elements are 
adjacent to one another. 

3. (Original) The arrangement according to claim 2, wherein one end of each connecting 
rod is rotatably fitted to a plate, the other end being rotatably fitted opposite thereto at a disk so 
as to lie outside an axis thereof, and wherein the plates are fixed in the moved-out end position 
by rotating the disk beyond a dead center position. 

4. (Original) The arrangement according to claim 1, wherein one end of each connecting 
rod is rotatably fitted to a plate, the other end being rotatably fitted opposite thereto at a disk so 
as to lie outside an axis thereof, and wherein the plates are fixed in the moved-out end position 
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by rotating the disk beyond a dead center position. 

5. (Currently Amended) A tr ansport 1 containerlunit for wafer -sha ped objects, the 
jcontainerjunit comprising: 

a container for holding the objects, the cont ainer fhaving] comprising a plurality of 

container wa lls, the container walls having a plurality o f rec esses* and 

a contain er door fitted in said container and com pri sing two parallel door wallsM spaced 

apart fr om each other[.] and a locking and u nlo cking arrangement positionedf within thejteor 
an d] between the two door walls, the loc king and unlocking arrangement com pri sing a plurality 
of locking elem ent s [moveable]movable between a moved -in en d position!" state! and a moved- 
out end positionf statel each of sa id plurality of locking elements comprising a projecti on from a 
plate with a pair of oppose d edg es, each of said plurality of locki ,ng L _elements directed to one of 
said plurality of rece sse s in said container walk cash said pla te p ivotally connected to a common 
drive in the f orm of a rotatable disk by a connecting ro d, e ach said plate fixed in the moved-in 
end p osition and the moved-out end position by o ne of said connecting rods, wher eby in the 
moyed-ou t [state] end position the locking el em ents penetrate into sard recesse s i n the container 
walls, the locking and unlocking arrangemen t f urther comprising a plurality of parall el couplers^ 
t he couplers each being] pivotally mount ed to one of the door walls and to e ach of said plate • 
gdges such th at each of said plates is parallel to the door walls, fand having an axis, each locking 
element is cou pled t o a coupler .] whereby the penet ration of e ach of said locking e lements into 
[a reccss]one of said plurality of recesses is effected along a cu rvedjjath. 

6. (Amended^ The transport [con tain er ]unit of claim 5 wherei n fth e locking and unlockin g 
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arrangement farthe r c omprises a plate andl each lo cki ng element is a component part o f the 
plate. 

7, (Cance led). 
!L. .(Canceled), 

9. (Amended) Th e tr ansport [container lunit o f cla im 5 wherein fthe leach said locking 
element i s rotatablv coupled Xof a couplin g memb er] one of said couplers . 

1 0. (Amended) The transport [co nt ainer lunit of claim 5 wh eyein phe locking and unlockin g 
arrangement farther c om prises a rotatable disk with a pl urality of displacing elem ent al each <?f 
said plurality of d is placing elements fhavingl has two ends with one end.of e achjiisgfadg^ 
element rotatablv connecting to the rotatable disk and the o th er end coupled tQ the lo cking 
element.. 

11 ( Canceled). 

12. (Amended) A tra nspor t [container lunit for w afer- shaped objects, the t r ansport f container 
]unit comprising^ c ontainer and a door to clo se the container, the door comprising a pair of 
parallel spaced apart door walls and a locking and unlocking arrangement positioned betw een 
thftd oor walls, the locking an d unl ocking arrangement c omprising: 

first and second plat es, each of said first and second plates comDrisin&aJocking element 
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extend ing therefrom and first and second opposed e dges, fa pluralitvleach of said \ of Hocking 
ele ments extendable o ut o f the door to engager . re cesses! a recess in th e contain.cn at least one o f 
said l ocking elements exte n ding in [one]a first loc king clement direction a n d at least one other of 
saidj ocking elements extend i ng inf the] a second lockin g jfem gnt direction oppo sjtejHr^tionl 
to engage the rece sse s in the container, the firs t locking element direc ti on generally opposite to 
the second l ocking element direc tion; 

a r o tatable disk and a plu r ality of connecting rods, [positioned in the d _o_or_ the rotatable 
dis k coupled to Ithe rptata bl e disk in rotatable mechanical communicatio n with each of the 
lo cking elements via the c onnecting rodsf. the at least one locking e lement extending in one 
diigrtiofLand the at least one locking element extending in Jh e an opposite dir ^tjonliand 

[a plu rality of couplerslfirst a nd second parallel coup lers pivotallv attached to each edge 

o f each of said plates, Pth e ]each of said couplers having two endsf wi M one cpd pf Tone leach 
of said couplers fcoupler l atta ched to and rotatabl e_a boutr anl a first co upler axfo 3t Qne of the 
parallel wall s and the other end of Tsa id on e coupler leach of sa id couplersf being] atta che_d_t_o_ 
and rotatable aboutf a nl a s econd coupler axis g ener ally parallel to the fi r st coupler axis and fa & 
Ipr oximatef the at leas t! one of said locking elem ents,!" one locking . el ement] said first an d.s.econd 
couplers attached to the first plate axially extending inf one] a fir st coupler directi onand^said 
first and second .c ou plers attached to said s e cond plate axially e x tending in a second coupler 
direction different from the first coupler direc ti on!; with ons end p_f another cou pler attachedjo 
and rotatable a bou t an axis at the one of the parallel walls and the other end of said another 
cou pler being attached to an d r otatable about an a xi s at the one locking dement, exten djngjnthe 
opposite d irecti on, whereby 1 such t ha t the locking eleme nt s remain genera!1 y_p_ arallel to said 
do or walls and are Tex t end ]displaced outwardly in a curved pat h. 
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13. (Amended) The transport [container lunit o f claim 12 whereinf the rotatable disk is 
coupled to the at least one locking element extendinfi in one direction and the at least one locking 
element extending in the opposite direction by a pair of plates positioned in the door, one plate 
extending between the rotatable central disk and the at least one l ocking element_ext_end inR i n 
one direction, the other plate extending between the rotatable disk and the at least one locking 
element extending in the o pposite direction.! each of the plates is coupled to the rotatable disk 
such that rotation of the disk moves the plates inwa rdly and outwardly with res pect to the 
rot ating disk. 

14. ( Amend ed! Thetr^ 13 wh er ein Teach plate is coupled to 
the rotatable disk bv a] the connecting rodr extending) extends between the Tdiscldisk and the 
plate, 

15. (Amended) The transport [container lunit of claim 131" wh erein each plate has two 
couplers attache d thereto and! wherein e^ and the one of the parallel 
walls of the door form a parallelogram, 

1 6. (Amend ed) A sealable and transportable [container lunit for wafer-shaped objects, the 
transportable ["container 1 unit comprising: 

a container including a first wall and a second walll .1 and one or more re cesse s in each of 
the first wall and second wall: and 

a door wi th a seal. betwe en the door and the container, the door comprising a p air of 
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parallel door wa ll sM and an arrang emen t for locking and u nlo cking the door dispo se d within the 
do or between the pair of door walls, 

wherein the arrangement for locking and un l ocking the door com pri ses a plurality of 

plates wi th lateral edges, a sha re d drive, and a plural i ty of parallel coupler s_pivotaU y attached tp 
eac h plate lateral edge, ea ch plate comprising a l o cking element projec ti ng from the plate 
[l ocking elements], the shared drive comp r ising a disk rotatah le by a motor and rota tably 
mecha ni cally connected to e a ch of said plurality of pl ates bv a connecting rod, each of said 
plurality of locking el ements extendable out of the door bv fa Ithe s h ared drive for penetra tion 
into one of a plur ality of recesses in the con tainer, each of said pl ur ality of couplers furt her 
p ivotally attached to o n e of said door walls su ch that each of said pl ur ality of locking ele ments 
remain s parallel to one of sai d door walls as each o f sai d plurality of lockin g elements is 
displ aced along a curved pat h b etween a moved-in en d p osition and a moved- ou t end position in 
which the locki ng element is disposed i n and presses agains t a s urface of one of sai d, recesses^ 
and wherein each of the locking ele m ents follows a curve d_p_a_thl 

17. (Amended) T h e [apparatus transp orta ble unit of claim 1 6 , whereinf the latchi ng 
flggftmhly further com prises a plurality of couple r s.] each of said couplers is [coupler Ji otataklY 
connected to one of the walls!" with 1 alo ng a first axis par all el to the wall an d_s ach of said 
couplers is furthe r r otatablv connected at t h e locking elements w i th a second! an] a xis parallel to 
the first axis, th e c ouplers providing the cur ved path of the locking glggjgnt. 

18, ( Amended^ A contai n er door fitted in Tsa j d la container and h ay^s a pair p ajgUeLdoor 

walls and * lockin g and unlocking arrangement d ispo sed between th e p air of dqor wal hUhe 
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lo cking and unlocking arrangement c omprising a plurality of projections and a disk ro tatable by 
a motor and in mechanical co mmunica tion with each of said plurality of projections, ea ch of said 
plurality of p rojections extending from a plate having opp osed edg es and held operablv parallel 
to t he door walls bv a plurality of parallel cou plers, e ach of said plurality of couplers pivotally 
att ached to one of said door walls and farthe r pivotallv attached proximate each of said plate 
o pposed edges, the proje ction s each [movcablejmovable in a curved path between a moved-in 
state and a moved-out state bv a cooperation between the disk and couplers, whereby in the 
moved-out state the locking eleme nts_^ enetrate into said recesse$ in the containe r w^Jls^herejn 
the projections remain substa ntially parallel to said door wallsL the locking a nd unlocking 
arrangement further co mprising a plurality of couplers, the couplers each being rotatablv 
mounted to on e of the door walls, each projection having a coupl er co upled thereto whereby the 
penetration of each of said projections into a recess is effec ted al ong a curved path]. 

19. fAmended> A transpo rt f cont ainer ]unit for wafer-shaped objects, the t ransport [container 
Junit c omprising a container and a door to sealablv close t he c ontainer, the door comprising a 
pair of parallel door walls and a locking and un lo cking arrangement positioned betwee n Jh^door 
walls, the locking and unlocking arrangement comp rising: 

a plurality of locking eleme nts^ e ach said locking clement projecting fro m a pl ate and 

extendable out of the door to engage Trecesses l a recess in the container and pi vo t ally affixed to 
one o f the do or walls bv a plurality of parallel couplers suc h that ea ch of said plurality of locking 
el ements is functionally parallel to the door walls, at least one of said plurality of locking 
elements extending in one dir ection an d at least one other of said plural ity of lo cking elements 
extending in fthc Ian opposite direction wit h res pect to the door: 
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a plural i ty of connecting rods: and 

a rotatablc disk positioned in the do or, the rotatable disk coupled to Tthe at least _Qne 

lo cking clemcntlsaid plurality of plates by th e c onnecting rods so as to simultaneously 
[extend ing ] extend at least one of said locking elements in one direction andF the at least one 
locking element ! anot her of said plurality of locking elements [ext ending ~ |in [the ]an opposite 
djre^^J& qb locki ng Qleyneqt extended alons a cujveApaM; andj, 

fa connecting rod connected to the rotatable disk. ]the connecting frodl rods and disk 

having [an la beyond dead center position f or fixin g the locking dements in a moved-in end 
positi on or a moved-out end position. 

Please add claims 20-24. 

20. fNew^ The transport unit of claim S. wherein ea ch of said plurality of locking elements is 
generally copla nar to one of said plates. 

21 . fNew> The transpo rt unit of cl aim 12. wherein each said locking element extending fro m one 
of said first and second plates is generally coplanar therewith. 

22. (New) The unit of claim 16, wherein each s aid locking element projecting from one of said 
plates is generally coplanar therewith. 

23^_fNew) The container door of claim 18. wherein e ach of s aid plurality of projections 
extending from a plate is gen erally coplan ar therewith. 
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24. (N evA The tran s port unit of clai m 19. wherein ea c h of said locking elements projert jngjrom 


one of said plates is generally c oplanar therewi th. 
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